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Freepost Parliament

PO Box 18 888

Wellington

Dear Your MP's name,
Will you take our international promise seriously?
As a New Zealand voter who cares about social justice and our country's international relations, I want to know if your party will be the one to stop ignoring past promises in the next term.

New Zealand has made international commitments to give 0.7 per cent of its gross national income (GNI) towards eradicating poverty in developing nations.  But at 0.3 per cent in 2008, we are seriously lagging behind our international counterparts - and the 2015 deadline is looming.  

New Zealand ranks 17th out of 22 OECD nations in regard to the percentage of national income dedicated to foreign aid (ODA).  At least five OECD countries have already exceeded the 0.7 per cent goal.  

Last year the Government announced a plan to give 0.35 per cent by 2010. This is an improvement, but it still falls far short of what we have promised.  It also leaves us only five years to double our aid, in order to reach 0.7 per cent by 2015 – with no evidence of a plan in place for how the Government will do this. 

Meanwhile in the developing world, millions of people die every year from hunger and preventable diseases.  Over a billion more languish below the UN’s ‘poverty line’.  The only way this will change is if the Governments of all the committed OECD countries urgently deliver on their promises.

Charity might begin at home but it certainly doesn’t end there.  New Zealand is a wealthy nation by world standards. We have the resources to tackle poverty locally while also helping nations in significantly greater need than ours.

We may be a small country but we have a big heart.  Our country has a history of generosity and research shows over 75 per cent of New Zealanders support the Government providing overseas aid
.  Yet we are one of only three nations that have not set a timetable for reaching the promised 0.7 per cent by 2015.  

Our current situation is embarrassing for our nation and we demand change.  The New Zealand government needs to establish a definite timetable to keep our country’s promise of 0.7 per cent GNI for ODA.  

When will your party take a stand and honour our international commitments?  Will you make 0.7 per cent by 2015 an election promise?

Your response to my letter is welcomed.

Regards, 

Your name here
� UMR Research, Overseas Aid: A Qualitative and Quantitative Study, July 2007





