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Measles
a highly contagious virus spread by droplets
produces fever and a red rash
contracted by 90% of young children in developing
countries who have not been immunised
complications occur in 30% of cases, particularly
among children who are also malnourished.
complications include ear infections, diarrhoea,
blindness and encephalitis

Whooping cough (pertussis)
a highly contagious bacterial infection
affects the respiratory tract and causes spasms of
coughing
most serious in babies under 12 months of age

Diphtheria
spread by airborne droplets or by touch
infects nose and throat, causing mild fever

if toxin spreads to the bloodstream, can cause
heart failure or paralysis

Tetanus
caused by bacteria which live in soil and enter the
body through broken skin
produces difficulty swallowing, stiff jaw and neck
and convulsions
babies are at risk at birth if the mother has not
been immunised and the umbilical cord is cut with
a dirty instrument

Polio

viral disease spread by objects, food or water
contaminated with human excreta

can lead to paralysis and even death

the older the child when infected, the more likely it
is that the effects will be severe

Tuberculosis (TB)
bacterial disease spread by coughing
may infect bones, lungs or the brain in children;
also leads to many adult deaths
control of TB requires not only immunisation, but
also improved living conditions and uninterrupted
treatment for infected people

Hepatitis B
viral disease spread by contact with blood or
bodily fluids containing blood
a major cause of liver disease, including liver
cancer
around 10% of those infected with the disease
remain carriers for life

Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib)
bacterial disease spread by sneezing or coughing
a leading cause of childhood pneumonia and
meningitis
survivors may face lifetime disability due to
deafness or mental retardation

Age Disease

Birth Tuberculosis, polio (and hepatitis
B in some countries)

6 weeks Diphtheria, whooping cough,
tetanus, polio (and hepatitis B
and Hib in some countries)

10 weeks | Diphtheria, whooping cough,
tetanus, polio (and hepatitis B
and Hib in some countries)

14 weeks | Diphtheria, whooping cough,
tetanus, polio (and hepatitis B
and Hib in some countries)

9 months | Measles (12-15 months in
industrialised countries)

* Note: schedules may vary slightly between

countries
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