Thank
you

Exciting news
about your
sponsored child
and the Bukene
community
in Tanzania

To change a
child’s life, we need
to change the
world they live in.
That’s exactly
what you’ve
helped to do.
For the last 15 years, generous Child Sponsors
like you have supported the community of
Bukene, Tanzania, home to 43,927 people.
Our work there is nearing completion as the
people of Bukene now have the capacity and
knowledge to continue their own development
- it’s time for World Vision to leave.
Before we leave though, we’d like to showcase
some of the thousands of lives that have been
impacted because of the generosity of New
Zealanders like you. Our community-focused
solutions mean that for every child you help,
four more children benefit too. This has certainly
been the case for the children of Bukene.
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“I thank World Vision
for training us on different
topics related to health
and environmental
conservation. I have skills
on how to stay clean
with my surroundings.
I am also educating other
children to do the same.”
– Zainabu, 14 years old,
a school health club member
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Dear whanau,
Today, Bukene in Tanzania is a community
filled with hope. Its people are well-nourished,
self-sufficient and looking with optimism
towards the future.
It’s all because of you. Thank you.
Fifteen years ago, we started putting your money to work in Bukene. We’ve worked
hard to make sure your generosity has directly helped children and transformed their
lives for the better.
Clean water, vital healthcare, decent education and reliable, nutritious food are
essentials many of us here in New Zealand take for granted. In 2003, however, the
remoteness of their 10 villages, basic farming methods, and an under-resourced school
system meant that, no matter how hard they worked, the people of Bukene struggled
to provide these essentials for their children.
They needed change. They needed hope.
Because of you, Bukene looks very different today.
Your Child Sponsorship has:
• Given the community easy access to clean water, so children are less likely to
suffer waterborne illnesses.
• Set up medical clinics, so healthcare and medicine are easily available, which
particularly helps babies, young children, and pregnant women.
• Constructed classrooms, put school desks in those classrooms and placed
textbooks on those desks.
• Trained farmers to get the most out of their plots of land, so they can feed
their children.
• Set up savings groups, so adults can start businesses and ensure a brighter
future for their children.
The people of Bukene are now empowered with the training, structures,
resources and confidence to continue developing their community on their own,
without our help.
This was our vision all along. I simply can’t thank you enough for making it a reality.
As our work there comes to a close, you now have the opportunity to give to
another community in need so its children are also given the chance to live life
to its fullest.
As you’ve seen in Bukene, you are making a real difference to the world’s most
vulnerable children.
Please continue your Child Sponsorship so more children can have what the
children of Bukene now have and what all of us need – hope for the future.
You have my deepest gratitude.
Yours sincerely,

Grant Bayldon
National Director, World Vision New Zealand
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Today we
celebrate a
community
filled with
hope.
Thanks to you,
43,927 lives
are transformed.
Bukene is a community of 10 villages located in the Nzega District
of the Tabora Region in central Tanzania. It is a country famous for
its national parks, such as the Serengeti National Park, and Mount
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest mountain.
The remoteness of the Bukene community, however, meant
extremely long distances to walk for healthcare and unclean
water, resulting in a high prevalence of child malnutrition, maternal
deaths, and children catching waterborne diseases. More than 80%
of Bukene’s people depend on agriculture and livestock for their
livelihood, but a lack of training meant not enough food could be
produced to feed children and ensure an income for families.
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A community
transformed
Today, the people of Bukene
celebrate your contribution
to their development
journey through Child
Sponsorship. With a solid
foundation now in place,
the community is looking
forward to shaping a
brighter future for its
children and families.
Best of all, the changes will
continue after we have left.

Livelihoods
Health
Water
Education
Sanitation
Before: Many toilets in schools
were temporary and unhygienic,
and in some cases, a single toilet
could be used by up to 70 students.
Contamination from unhygienic
toilet environments meant students
would fall ill with diarrhoea and miss
school. Students would have to leave
the school grounds to use toilets in
nearby households, reducing their
time in class.
After: Your support provided 21
primary and secondary schools with
appropriate sanitation for boys and
girls. The construction of hygienic,
permanent toilets in schools resulted
in higher school attendance rates
and reduced incidences of sickness.
Children are now able to focus on
their studies and play with their
classmates at school.
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Before: A severe lack of school
resources such as desks, textbooks,
classrooms, playground equipment,
and sports equipment meant low
attendance, poor performance and
students struggling to focus on their
studies. A single textbook could
be shared among six students, a
single desk could be occupied by six
children, while some children would
still need to sit on the floor. A lack
of suitable playgrounds and sports
equipment meant children couldn’t
get outside and play - an important
part of learning and development.
After: Your sponsorship helped
provide schools with enough
desks, textbooks, classrooms, and
playground and sports equipment,
resulting in higher attendance rates,
better student performance and
an improved learning environment
for children. Community awareness
campaigns and other advocacy
initiatives have also placed strong
emphasis on the importance of girls’
education.

Schools now
with hygienic, functional
toilets for boys and girls

Children now
enrolled in and
attending school

21

86%

Before: Fifteen years ago, people
in Bukene, often children, could
walk for more than 10 kilometres
in search of water. The water they
would find was often dirty and
unsafe to drink. There were regular
outbreaks of waterborne diseases
such as cholera, typhoid, and
diarrhoea, especially among children.
Children were often responsible
for making the journey to collect
water for their families, meaning they
missed out on school because of the
time it took.
After: Your generosity has provided
boreholes and other water systems
such as rain water harvesting tanks
so children and adults have easy
access to clean, safe water. Children
are now less likely to suffer from
waterborne diseases. As they’re no
longer walking for kilometres to find
water, children have more time and
energy to focus on their studies and
adults have more time and energy to
focus on income-generating activities.
Your sponsorship also trained
management groups to maintain the
water systems into the future.
Access to clean, safe water

Very limited
access in 2003
Easy access
in 2017

Before: Families had to travel long
distances to access healthcare, some
up to 15 kilometres. Many pregnant
women weren’t able to attend the
health clinics. Instead they would
give birth at home without anyone
trained for child birth in attendance,
leading to high death rates for
babies and mothers. Malnutrition
and disease were prevalent among
children, as mothers weren’t receiving
necessary medical guidance regarding
good nutrition and immunisations.
After: Your sponsorship helped to
establish health clinics near where
people live. This means people no
longer need to travel long distances
for basic medical and health support.
In 2003, 42% of women were giving
birth at home. In 2017, the rate
reduced to 28%. This is expected to
reduce even further in the future
as it becomes the norm to give
birth in a health clinic rather than at
home. These new health clinics are
improving survival rates for babies
and mothers and improving the
health of children through better
nutrition support and increased
immunisation coverage.

Before: More than 80% of
Bukene’s people rely on agriculture
and livestock, however due to basic
farming methods, unreliable rainfall,
and a lack of agricultural training,
farming production was insufficient
to feed families and earn enough of
an income. Only 8% of households
could meet the basic needs of their
families. Children would go to sleep
hungry and often parents wouldn’t
have enough money to send their
children to school.
After: Your support provided
the people of Bukene with training
on improved farming methods and
other types of agricultural support
such as irrigation systems. Production
has improved for vast numbers of
families, and now they are able to
generate a stable income that can
feed the whole family and send their
children to school.
In 2003, only 8% of households
could meet the basic needs of their
families. In 2017, 91% of households
have one or more adults earning an
income from agricultural, livestock or
other off-farm activities. This dramatic
improvement was made possible
because of your continuous and
generous support.

Women giving birth
in a health clinic

Households with year-round
access to enough food

58% in 2003
72% in 2017

20% in 2003
76% in 2017
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Greetings from
the Bukene community

Planting the seed of sustainable
community development
I monitored World Vision’s work in Bukene and I last
visited there in January of this year. While I’ll miss the
people, it’s been uplifting to witness their enthusiastic
uptake of projects and training courses that have
transformed the lives of children and their families.
Due to the community-focused
solutions World Vision works to
implement, for every child you help
through Child Sponsorship, four more
children benefit as well.
In the past, some pregnant women
in Bukene would need to walk 15
kilometres for health services. Many
of them wouldn’t make the trip and
would give birth at home, leading to
high numbers of deaths of babies and
mothers.

My name is Bertha Mtesigwa
and I am the Area Development
Programme Manager for Bukene.

- Bertha Mtesigwa

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for your support of
the Bukene community which has
contributed a lot to realise positive
changes in the lives of children in our
community and a brighter future for
them.

We now see more children
attending school, especially girls.
This achievement is due to a strong
emphasis on the promotion of
girls’ education through community
awareness campaigns and other
advocacy initiatives.

Because of you, the children of
Bukene now have hope.

We see reduced incidences of
children getting sick with diarrhoeal
infections, caused by contamination, as
a result of hygienic toilets in schools.

With your wonderful support,
World Vision has been working in the
Bukene community for 15 years since
2003. This year the programme is
coming to a close and we celebrate
all that has been achieved.
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“Thank you for your support of
the Bukene community, which
has contributed a lot to realise
positive changes in the lives of
children in our community and
a brighter future for them.”

Savings groups have enabled over a
thousand adults, the majority of them
women, to take out loans for farming
and other small business ventures. The
profits have helped them to improve
the lives of their children and families.

After World Vision leaves, the
Bukene community’s hopes and
dreams are to work with Community
Health Workers, Village Agricultural
Facilitators, Community Leaders, Field
Officers and the Government for the
sustainability of the achievements so
the future can remain bright for the
children of Bukene.
From the bottom of our hearts, we
sincerely thank you for your support.
Yours sincerely,
Bertha Mtesigwa
Bukene Area Development
Programme Manager
World Vision Tanzania

other farmers in Bukene to increase
their productivity. This is what it’s all
about. Planting the seed from which
sustainable community development
can spring and continue to thrive well
into the future.

communities in need now stand ready
to experience similar transformation
to what they’ve had.

It was all made possible by your
generous support. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

The people of Bukene are overjoyed
by the prospect that other

We ask that you please continue your
Child Sponsorship and be part of the
journey.
Tim Fadgen
Country Portfolio Manager
World Vision New Zealand

Thanks to you and your Child
Sponsorship, that’s changed now with
easy access to health services and
improved health for mothers, babies
and children.
Children’s learning environments have
improved through new classrooms,
textbooks, desks and toilet blocks.
Homes and schools now have access
to clean water from the wells we
drilled so children don’t fall sick with
preventable diseases.
The incomes of farmers have
increased. It’s heart-warming to see
the sense of accomplishment and
pride farmers have when they
realise they can increase their level
of production from their existing
plots of land and livestock.
The community now have skills
and knowledge that empower and
prepare them to produce enough
food, sustainable incomes, and future
opportunities for themselves and
their children.
After agricultural training helped
his parents earn enough income
from cotton farming to send him to
school, high school student Kepha
now has a dream of becoming an
agricultural specialist so he can help

“The people
of Bukene are
overjoyed by the
prospect that other
communities in need
now stand ready to
experience similar
transformation to
what they’ve had.”
– Tim Fadgen
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Saving for
the future

Empowerment
through education

Your sponsorship is
helping the people
of Bukene to help
themselves.

Your sponsorship has improved learning
environments for students like 13-year-old
Ahmed, who now has hope of reaching his
dream of being an engineer.

Through entrepreneurship training
and savings groups established using
your sponsorship funds, parents in
Bukene are taking out loans, starting
businesses and providing for their
children.

Ahmed (below right) experienced
first-hand the difference a betterresourced school can make to
learning. He remembers what it was
like to attend a school that struggled
to provide enough of the resources
needed to help students learn.

Savings groups work through
members pooling their savings so
there’s money to borrow at low
interest rates. Over a thousand
community members, the majority
being women, collectively managed
to save the equivalent of over
NZ$90,000.

“During that time, we were required
to sit five to six children on a single
desk and sometimes we had to sit on
the floor. It was difficult for us to study
well. There were very few textbooks.
Many children needed to share a
single book. There were no games
or sports equipment to play with my
friends at school. I would not attend
school regularly,” Ahmed recalls.

This enabled them to take out
loans for ventures such as vegetable
gardens, crop cultivation, workshops,
food vending, retail shops, poultry
and cow keeping. The profits they’ve
earned have helped them to improve
the lives of their children and pay off
their loans.
Ayubu (right), father and entrepreneur,
shares, “Previously my life was
so difficult. I could not even feed
my children. After attending
entrepreneurship and financial
management training, I joined a
savings group and was able to get a
loan. I invested in a welding workshop.
I now generate enough income
and I’m able to provide well for my
children. Thank you sponsors for
changing our lives.”
Mwitamo, mother and business
owner, reflects, “Previously, I was
not able to provide well for my
children. After attending training on
entrepreneurship, I joined a savings
group and got a loan. I invested in
a mini shop. Since then, I am no
longer dependent on my husband.
I have been able to provide all family
necessities and educate my children
to the university level. Thank you
World Vision sponsors!”
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There are flow-on benefits
to increased family income.
Malnutrition rates are lowered as
families can afford nutritious food,
children are healthier as families
can access and afford essential
healthcare, and parents can
continue to send their children
to school.

With your support, World Vision
worked alongside Ahmed’s school to
improve the learning environment by
providing the necessary resources.
“We were supported with textbooks,
desks, sports and games equipment
and materials such as balls, goal posts
and jerseys. All these changed my
schooling behaviour, because there
was no disturbance in studying and I
could get time to play with my friends,
since I like playing football very much.
I started attending school regularly
and I can concentrate on my studies,”
Ahmed shares.
Students can now socialise and
properly refresh their minds between
classes, which makes school more
enjoyable and improves class
attendance rates.

“Thank you
for improving
our learning
environment.
My future dream
is to become
an engineer.”
– Ahmed, student

Ahmed is grateful to you and the
other Kiwi sponsors. “Thank you
World Vision sponsors for improving
our learning environment. We perform
well at our school. My future dream
is to become an engineer. I really like
science subjects,” shares Ahmed.

“I now generate
enough income and
I’m able to provide
well for my children.
Thank you sponsors
for changing
our lives.”
– Ayubu, father
and entrepreneur
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Thanks
to you, we
celebrate!
“I enjoy eating
our oranges with
my young sister.
They are very
sweet.”

A solid
foundation
for learning
How sweet it is
to have hope
“We thank World Vision sponsors for training our parents
on horticulture production and supporting us with orange
seedlings. Our parents can generate income from selling
oranges and we get everything we need including school
uniforms and exercise books,” says 15-year-old Yasin,
pictured with his five-year-old sister Prisca.
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“I like school and
I attend regularly.
My performance
has improved.”

Richard, 13 years old, is grateful that he and
his classmates now have enough desk space to
comfortably learn.
“Previously, the studying environment was not good for
learning. A single desk could be occupied by five to six
children and sometimes we were required to sit on the
floor. I would skip school a lot and my performance at
school was not good. I thank World Vision sponsors for
supporting us with school desks.The learning environment
has improved,” says Richard.
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Maria, a mother in Bukene, has experienced first-hand
how easy access to clean water has the power to
transform lives for the better.
“Previously we had to travel more than 10 kilometres to
get water from an unprotected well.We thank World Vision
for drilling and supplying us with a well.We get clean water
and our children are no longer suffering from typhoid and
diarrhoea. Now, we also have enough time to engage in other
income-generating activities.Through our water user group,
we will continue to protect the pump for sustainability of
our well,” says Maria.

Clean water
transforms
lives

The right
to be a child
Eight-year-old Tausi is glad she’s finally free to be a
child now that children’s rights are better understood
throughout the Bukene community.
“I thank World Vision for training us and our parents on
children’s rights. Now I get time to play with the other
children at home and our right to play is well respected in
our community,” says Tausi.

Refreshed
young
minds

Elizabeth, 11 years old, likes how refreshed she feels
after she and her friends play with the swings and
sports equipment, provided by World Vision sponsors,
during school break time.
“Before having the sports equipment at my school, most
children would go back home to play and some of them
would not even attend school. I thank World Vision sponsors
for supporting us with sports equipment at our school.
Now all students attend school and enjoy different games
and sports,” says Elizabeth.

Forty community members have been trained on
children’s rights and child protection issues and now know
how to identify and report cases of abuse or violence
against children.
13

14

“My parents generate enough income from cotton farming
since they attended training organised by World Vision and have
been able to send me to high school. I expect to study to the
university level. It’s my hope that even my three young brothers
will study at the same level. My future dream is to become an
agriculture specialist so I can help my community by providing
agricultural extension services,” says Kepha.
Agricultural extension services apply scientific research
and knowledge to agricultural practices through farmer
education. Thanks to World Vision sponsors, hundreds
of farmers throughout Bukene have been trained on
improved farming methods and techniques, meaning
they’re better equipped to provide enough food and
income for their families.

New
classroom,
improved
learning

Dreams made
possible

The best
start to life
Community Health Worker Richard reflects on the value
of having trained Community Health Workers going
around to visit pregnant women and mothers of young
children in Bukene.
“I thank World Vision for building our capacity in visiting
pregnant women and mothers to provide counselling on
pregnancy danger signs, common child illnesses and proper
feeding of children under five years old. This has contributed
greatly to decreasing malnutrition in our community.We will
continue to work very closely with the staff of the health
centres and dispensaries for the sustainability of our work in
supporting women within our villages,” says Richard.
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The construction of a new classroom means better
learning conditions for children.
“Previously, due to a shortage of classrooms, two classes
were required to use a single classroom through morning
and afternoon shifts, and students wouldn’t get enough time
to study. I thank World Vision for supporting us with the
construction of a classroom. Now children sit comfortably
and get enough time to study. Now, most children can read
and write at improved levels,” says Head Teacher Rebeca.
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As a mother who has given birth before and is also
currently pregnant, Monica knows all too well the risk
of newborns being delivered at home.
“I delivered my first child at home, where it nearly cost me
my life because I lost a lot of blood,” Monica recalls. “I thank
World Vision sponsors for supporting us in the construction
of the health clinic and dispensary in our village. Nowadays
most mothers can attend this health facility for antenatal
services because the dispensary is nearby in our village.
Now I am pregnant again, and I expect to deliver my
newborn at this health facility.”

Safe births
for mothers
and babies

Beekeeping
sends children
to school
Mathayo is the chairperson of the Mizinga Beekeeping
Group. He reflects on how his children’s lives have been
transformed.
“I thank World Vision sponsors for providing us with modern
beekeeping training and supporting us with 200 modern bee
hives, which yield more than 20 litres of honey per bee hive
compared to traditional ones where we could harvest less
than 10 litres.We generate huge incomes from bee farming.
From that we have been able to send our children to school
and cater for all their needs.”

As a farmer and mother of three children, Zawadi and
her family are dependent on their plot of land for both
their food and their income.
“My three children would always go to sleep hungry. After
attending training on modern farming methods my yield has
improved. I am now able to generate a stable income from
the same plot of land that previously could not even satisfy my
family’s needs.Thank you,World Vision sponsors,” says Zawadi.

Children
no longer
go to bed
hungry

17

“I have enough food
to provide and my
children are no
longer hungry.”
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Uganda

Q&A: Your Child
Sponsorship
During World Vision’s 15-year partnership with Bukene, your generous
support helped to educate and empower the community. Essential,
long-lasting initiatives have established quality education, access to clean
water, accessible healthcare and improved nutrition throughout Bukene.
The community has come a long way and we’re excited they now have
the knowledge, tools and skills to manage their own development.

Can I continue to sponsor and/or
write to my sponsored child?
Unfortunately, this isn’t possible. World Vision will no longer be working
in the Bukene community. There won’t be any staff to deliver your letters
and due to our child protection policy, we’re unable to give out children’s
personal addresses.

Can I send my sponsored child
a farewell letter?

Dem. Rep. of the Congo

Why is World Vision
leaving Bukene?

Rwanda

Serengeti
National Park
Famous for its annual
migration of over
1.5 million white-bearded
(or brindled) wildebeests
and 250,000 zebras.

Mount
Kilimanjaro
Africa’s highest point and a
dormant volcano, it’s 5,895
metres high (19,341 feet)
above sea level and is snowcapped even though it
is near the Equator.

Kenya
The world’s
earliest
human skull

Bukene

Burundi
Community

Found in the Olduvai Gorge,
a steep-sided ravine in the
eastern Serengeti Plains in
northern Tanzania.

A World Vision development
programme, this community
of 43,927 reached
self-sustainability
in 2018!

African
Blackwood
Trees

Dodoma

Tanzania

Tanzania is famous for its
Mpingo trees or African
Blackwood Trees, the most
expensive hardwood
tree in the world.

You are welcome to write a farewell letter, but please bear in mind that you
may not get a reply. For the best chance for your letter to reach your child
before World Vision’s work is complete, please send your letter by
30 August 2018 to the following address:
World Vision Tanzania, P.O. Box 6070, Arusha, Tanzania.
Please label the envelope ‘farewell letter’ and write your sponsored child’s
name and his or her ID number on the back of the envelope.

If you’ve got any other questions,
please contact us on 0800 800 776
or email@worldvision.org.nz
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Zambia

The world’s
largest concentration
of wildlife animals
per square kilometre
More than 4 million wild animals and
representatives of 430 species and
subspecies. Lions, cheetahs, leopards,
zebras, elephants, wildebeests,
buffaloes, hippos, giraffes, antelopes,
dik-diks, gazelles, elands, kudus,
hyenas, wild dogs and
chimpanzees.

Malawi

Mozambique
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Thank you

for transforming
the lives of children
and their families
living in Bukene.
With your support through Child Sponsorship
and the support of over a thousand other
Kiwis like you, the community now has a solid
foundation in place. Your memory and legacy will
live on in your sponsored child’s heart forever.
Knowing the community of Bukene is committed
to continuing their own development, we now
go where we are needed most, putting in place
community-focused solutions. This approach
means that for every child you help through
Child Sponsorship, four more children will
benefit too.
Right now, there are many more vulnerable
children and communities living without. Without
essential healthcare. Without access to education.
Without enough food to eat. Just as you have
done with the community of Bukene, we
invite you to continue your Child Sponsorship
and partner with us to make this same lifechanging work possible for other children and
communities still in need.
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